CASE NO. URB 2024-17

Planning & Development

CITY OF WESTERVILLE
UPTOWN REVIEW BOARD

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED PrOUECT 74 N STATE ST WESTERVILLE OH 43081

COUNTY AUDITOR’S PARCEL NUMBER 080-000315-00

SHARI RUSSELL
appress /4 N STATE ST
WESTERVILLE

PROPERTY OWNER: NAME

CITY srarg OHIO p 43081

TELEPHONE No, 8149174148 /| ADDRESS SHARI@READBIRDIEBOOKS.COM

APPLICANT: nave BIRDIE BOOKS
ADDRESS 74 N STATE ST
CITY WESTERVILLE STATE OHIO 21p 43081
6149426005 SHARI@READBIRDIEBOOKS.COM

TELEPHONE NO. E-MAIL ADDRESS
BOOK STORE AND CAFE

PROPOSED USE OF PROPERTY:

LIST PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE PROPERTY (USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY):
[ist of proposed changes and updates o the property located at: 74 N State St. Westerville, OH 43081

Please see attached documents for specific details.

1. Store Front Facade: remove awning, change of color, new signage, new lighting, new moldings, install window grids, new trim color
2. Patio: change of concrete color, change of door color, new lighting, install window grids, new trim color

3. North Side: install window grids, new trim color

4. Install Tow Away signage

5. Replace windows in cinderblock portion of the building

Conceptual Review
1. Mural Installation

PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS AND ADDITIONAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
ON REVERSE SIDE BEFORE SIGNING.

WM APRIL 11, 2024

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT DATE
APRIL 11, 2024
SIGNATURE OF PROPERTY OWNER DATE

64 E. Walnut St. « Westerville, OH 43081-2119 « 614-901-6650 + Fax 614-901-6666

Council-Manager Government Since 1916
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Additional information required for processing this application include:

1. On an application for SIGN APPROVAL you must submit:

(1)

Two (2) copies of the sign plans, which show size, color, lettering style, materials and
location. Wall or window signs must be shown on building elevation.

One copy of a colored rendering.

Photographs and material samples are suggested for submission with all applications.
Digital versions of all application materials.

2. On an application for ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW of renovations or modifications to exterior
elements of existing structures or sites, you must submit:

(1)

Two (2) copies of scale drawings showing the exact nature and extent of the proposed
changes.

Two (2) copies of scale drawings showing the relation of the proposed changes to the rest of
the building.

Material and color samples of proposed new elements.

A colored rendering or photograph(s) are suggested for submission with all applications.

(5) Digital versions of all application materials.
3. On an application for DESIGN REVIEW of site and building plans, you must submit:
(1) Two (2) copies of a location plan or vicinity map which show all adjoining properties.
(2) Two (2) copies of a detailed site plan.
(3) Two (2) copies of elevation drawings.
(4) Two (2) copies of a landscape plan showing size and location of all proposed materials.
(5) Two (2) copies of an exterior lighting plan, when applicable.
(6) Material samples for exterior portions of the building.
(7) A colored rendering or photograph(s) is suggested for submission with all applications.
(8) Digital versions of all application materials.
4, Provide a one paragraph summary which highlights the purpose and details of the proposal and

indicates its relation to the Uptown Westerville Design Guidelines.

NOTE:

The deadline for filing an application is twenty (20) days prior to the Uptown Review Board
meeting at which the application is to be considered. Regular Uptown Review Board
meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 P.M. at City Council
Chambers, 21 S. State Street unless otherwise noted.

Revised: October 20, 2015



April 12,2024

Uptown Review Board Members and Staff:

This narrative is to support the documents provided within Birdie Books’ Uptown Review Board (URB)

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness dated, April 15, 2024.

On November 27,2021, Birdie Books opened a Pop-Up Shop in the back of the historic commercial building
located at 74 N State St. in Uptown Westerville. This shop was originally meant to be a temporary hold-over
while a permanent retail and restaurant location was constructed at 86 N State St., a Victorian-era, single-family
home. Plans evolved once it became obvious that 74 N State St. is much better suited for a retail establishment
such as a bookstore which also has a cafe experience. Currently, Birdie Books is expanding to include the front
portion of the building, which more than doubles the square feet of the book shop. Also, a coffee shop and bar will

occupy the north west portion of the building. A Grand Opening is planned for the Fall of 2024.

This URB application includes the first of a series of updates planned for the exterior of the building to support
this business concept. The storefront along N. State Street is the top priority. Introducing new signage, lighting
and color schemes are vital to establish the permanent presence and purpose of Birdie Books. Simple painted
wood block letters are used as the basis for Birdie Books signage above the main entrance. Also, address numbers

and “Uptown Westerville” are incorporated in the design to pay homage to our location.

The blade signage above the main entrance is unique in several ways. First, as the historical plaque on the exterior
of the building explains, 74 N State St was the original location of the Culver Art and Frame Co. which was
founded by Frank Culver in 1902. The artwork depicted in the frame was sourced from an antique shop, and
research revealed the artwork was created by Ohio-born artist, William Holbrook Beard (1825-1900) around the
same time period as the founding of the building. The artwork supports the Birdie brand with a scene that is open
to interpretation, an adventure of one’s own, much like the adventures found while reading. The signage is also a

subtle nod to the Culver Art and Frame Co. and to the current existence of an art gallery inside the bookshop.



The mural included in this application is in a conceptual design phase. It is offered for conceptual review at this
time. The images are specific although color has not yet been incorporated. The mural consists of elements and
vignettes associated with a literary journey through space and time. It has several interactive opportunities for the

public to engage with the message, creating unique photo opportunities.

The overall design concept presented is mindful of balancing the historic portions of the brick building in the
front, with more modern elements, including cinder block construction, in the back. Celebrating these two distinct
styles with varying concepts, while creating an overall cohesive aesthetic is the main objective. The front of the
building maintains its original early 20th century architectural heritage with detailed wood moldings, original
brick, large picture windows and simple signage. Introducing a literary mural on the back of the building

amplifies the modern-day spirit and enthusiasm of the Uptown community.

Once the build-out process is complete, Birdie Books will function as a literary and community hub for Uptown
Westerville. The cafe will host public events such as poetry readings, story hours, author signings, open mic
nights, trivia challenges, book clubs, and team puzzle competitions. During regular business hours, the cafe will
offer a unique "unplugged" experience; an environment free of electronic devices, which will further promote

creativity, community and personal connection.

Future store hours will be 8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week. A staff of at least 7 Full-time and 7 Part-time

individuals is expected.

Future Plans to be submitted for URB consideration include:
1. New Exterior Doors

2. Additional Signage

3. Covered Patio

4. Final Mural Design

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Shari Russell
Birdie Books



































